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2 Timothy 4:7-8 

• “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give 
to me on that Day, and not to me only but also 
to all who have loved His appearing.” 
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“I HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD 
FIGHT” 



Fighting the Good Fight 

• People fight for many things and reasons. 

• Religious people can fight without fighting the 
“good fight.”  

– Paul did so for many years! – Acts 26:9; 22:16; 
9:18-21 

– People fight in “God’s name” without fighting in 
God’s way – Matt. 7:21-23 



We are Soldiers Called to Fight! 

• We fight for Christ and eternal life – 1 Tim. 6:12 

• This requires proper equipment for a spiritual war – 
Eph. 6:10-18 

• This requires the use of spiritual weapons – Eph. 
6:12; 2 Cor. 10:3-6 

– Our main weapon is the word – Eph. 6:17 

– We must live the word and give it to others that they might 
live – Jas. 1:21 



An Good Soldier… 

• Is focused on the mission – 2 Tim. 2:4 

• Continually trains to have the edge on his 
enemy – 2 Tim. 2:15 

• Is always prepared to defend his stance – 2 
Pet. 3:15 

• Is this your approach toward your Christian 
life? 



“I HAVE FINISHED THE RACE” 



Winners Do What It Takes! 

• Olympic athletes are prime examples of a 
different life focused on one goal – 1 Cor. 9:26-
27 

• Christians put away from their lives things that 
hinder their victory – Phil. 3:8; Heb. 12:1-2 

• Great discipline is necessary because ours is a 
life-long race – Heb. 10:35-38; Rev. 2:10; Acts 
20:24 



“I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH” 



Keeping the Faith 

• To “keep” is to carefully attend to, to guard – 1 
Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 2:5; 2 Pet. 3:16 

• We must be faithful to God’s word. 

– Jesus necessitated  it – John 8:31-32 

– John echoed it – 1 John 2:3-4 

– The disobedient deny God – Titus 1:16 

• We cannot overestimate the importance of 
pure doctrine – 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 2:16-18 



“FINALLY, THERE IS LAID UP FOR ME A 
CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS” 



We Have an End-Time Goal! 

• We can never forget the prize – 1 Cor. 9:24-25 

• Victory is a “crown of righteousness.” 

– Paul sought righteousness with all his being so as to 
attain to the resurrection – Phil. 3:8-11 

– Any attempt to obtain heaven apart from seeking true 
righteousness is misplaced! 

– Heaven is a place of eternal righteousness and 
oneness with God for “all who have loved His 
appearing”! 



Conclusion 

• Examine your life to see… 

– If you are fighting the good fight? 

– If you are running the race for eternal life so as to 
finish? 

– If you are guarding “the faith,” or truth of Christ? 

– If you are focused on the proper prize of a eternal 
righteousness? 

• Remember the words of Paul – 1 Cor. 9:27 


