
Things Have Changed
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I Intend to…

▪ Look at changes within churches of Christ that show being a 
cappella to be an out of date standard for judging whether a 
church is faithful to the Lord.

▪ Present examples of these changes from the website of various 
churches of Christ in Tennessee, etc.

▪ Show why these changes came about.
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“A Cappella” is not enough…

Concerning Music in Worship

▪ In 1936 churches of Christ were strong in their stand against mechanical 
instruments of music in worship.

▪ Why? Because the N.T. is clear that worship is to have vocal music, or 
singing – 1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Jas. 5:13; 1 Cor. 4:6; Rev. 22:18

▪ Things have changed in many churches of Christ concerning music in 
worship. 

▪ Many have compromised, having both traditional and contemporary worship

▪ Traditional – a cappella, singing and making melody in the heart

▪ Contemporary – Instrumental accompaniment, bands, clapping, worship teams 
which perform for the church, etc.
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Harpeth Hills 
church of Christ –

Brentwood, TN
(www.harpethhills.org)

Examples of Change in Worship Music



Harpeth Hills 
CHURCH of CHRIST –

Brentwood, TN
(www.harpethhills.org)

Examples of Change in Worship Music



Fourth Avenue – A 
Church of Christ –

Franklin, TN
(www.fourthavenue.church)

Examples of Change in Worship Music



Stones River – A 
Church of Christ –
Murfreesboro, TN

(www.stonesriverfamily. 
wordpress.com)

Examples of Change in Worship Music



Stones River – A 
Church of Christ –
Murfreesboro, TN

(www.stonesriverfamily. 
wordpress.com)

Examples of Change in Worship Music



“A Cappella” is not enough…

Concerning the Organization of the Local Church

▪ In 1936 elderships among churches of Christ did not oversee more than 
one church.

▪ Why? Because the N.T. teaches that elders oversee the one and only 
church of which they are members – 1 Pet. 5:1-2; Acts 14:23

▪ Things have changed in “churches of Christ” concerning the limits of 
elders’ oversight. 
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North Boulevard 
Church of Christ –
Murfreesboro, TN

(www.northboulevard.com)

Examples of Change in Gender Roles



“A Cappella” is not enough…

Concerning Organization of the Local Church

▪ In 1936 churches of Christ didn’t have women as worship leaders, 
preachers, or ministers.

▪ Why? Because the N.T. teaches that worship is led by the men, while 
women have a submissive role – Titus 2:15; 1 Tim. 2:11-12; 1 Cor. 14:34

▪ Things have changed in churches of Christ concerning women’s roles in the 
church and its assemblies. 

▪ Many churches of Christ employ women in worship to lead prayer, read 
scripture, and serve at the Lord’s table
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Sycamore Church of 
Christ – Memphis, TN

(www.sycamoreview.com)

Examples of Change in Gender Roles



Fourth Avenue Church 
of Christ – Franklin, TN

(www.fourthavenue.church)

Examples of Change in Gender Roles



North Boulevard 
Church of Christ –
Murfreesboro, TN

(www.northboulevard.com)

Examples of Change in Gender Roles



Women 
Ministers

(names and places of 
employment deleted)

Examples of Change in Gender Roles



Women 
Ministers

(names and places of 
employment deleted)
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Highland 
church of 
Christ –

Abilene, TX

Examples of Change in Gender Roles



Highland 
church of 
Christ –

Abilene, TX
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“A Cappella” is not enough…

Concerning the Work of the Church

▪ In 1936 churches of Christ followed the work of the church revealed in the 
N.T.

▪ Local churches evangelized – Phil. 4:15-16; 1 Thess. 1:7-8

▪ Local churches edified their members – Acts 20:26-28, 31-32

▪ Local churches practiced benevolence – Acts 6:1-6; 2 Cor. 8:1-4

▪ Things have changed in churches of Christ concerning the work of the 
church.

▪ Churches are no longer satisfied with drawing the lost through the gospel and 
keeping the saved through proper worship and bible teaching

▪ Churches today provide “fellowship halls” and full-blown recreational programs for 
their youth, adults, and senior citizens.
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Tusculum 
church of 

Christ–
Nashville, TN

Examples of Change in the Local Church’s Work 

Auditorium/ 
Gymnasium



Tusculum 
church of 

Christ–
Nashville, TN

Talent
Show

Examples of Change in the Local Church’s Work 



Tusculum 
church of 

Christ–
Nashville, TN

Spring
Carnival

Examples of Change in the Local Church’s Work 



Tusculum 
church of 

Christ–
Nashville, TN

Carnival
Pony Rides

Examples of Change in the Local Church’s Work 



Tusculum 
church of 

Christ–
Nashville, TN

Carnival
Inflatables

Examples of Change in the Local Church’s Work 



Tusculum 
church of 

Christ–
Nashville, TN

Christmas 
Play

(As Told by 
Matthew & 

Luke??)

Examples of Change in the Local Church’s Work 



Why have the Changes Come?

Brethren Changed their View of 
Bible Authority 70 Years Ago!



“No Pattern”:

Churches Started Supporting Institutions to do their Work

▪ Churches of Christ had fought institutionalism in the form of the 
Missionary Society 90+ years before.

▪ Brethren embraced institutions for benevolence as “brotherhood homes” 
and for edification as “brotherhood colleges.”

▪ This was a departure from scripture which shows local churches doing 
their own work of benevolence and edification under their own 
oversight.

▪ Brethren were warned of this departure from the old paths of God!
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Guy N. Woods

▪ Abilene Christian College Lectureship, 1939: “The ship of Zion has 
floundered more than once on the sandbar of institutionalism. The 
tendency to organize is characteristic of the age. This writer has ever 
been unable to appreciate the logic of those who affect to see grave 
danger in Missionary Societies, but scruple not to form similar 
organizations for the purpose of caring for orphans and teaching young 
men to be gospel preachers.”
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The Irony

▪ The very institutions churches started supporting 70+ years ago are now 
pushing these liberal changes on the churches.

▪ The colleges brethren began supporting in the 1940-50s now offer 
degrees in local church recreation/social programs, with many of these 
programs being open to women.

▪ Most of these colleges now allow women full participation in their on-
campus worship services.

▪ Lipscomb University, Abilene Christian, Lubbock Christian, Oklahoma Christian, 
Pepperdine University, Rochester University, York College

▪ These schools are training young people and preachers to bring women leaders 
and women preachers, as well as bigger social/recreational programs, into 
churches of Christ!
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“No Pattern”:

Brethren Changed the Authority of Elderships
▪ Brethren began harnessing local churches together under the centralized control of one 

eldership, calling it a “sponsoring church.”

▪ The sponsoring church was introduced and defeated 35+ years earlier by David 
Lipscomb and the Gospel Advocate.

▪ David Lipscomb: “All meetings of churches or officers of churches to combine more 
power than a single church possesses is wrong. God’s power is in God’s churches. He is 
with them to bless and strengthen their work when they are faithful to him…But for 
one or more to direct what and how all the churches shall work, or to take charge of 
their men and money and use it, is to assume the authority God has given to each 
church. Each one needs the work of distributing and using its funds as well as in giving 
them.” (Gospel Advocate, March 24, 1910).

▪ Ironically, Lipscomb University is now a big supporter of the abuse of eldership 
authority!
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Brethren Warned Against this Departure

▪ Foy E. Wallace, Jr.: “For one church to help another church bear its own 
burdens, therefore has scriptural precedent. But for one church to solicit 
funds from other churches for general distribution in other fields or 
places, thus becoming the treasury of other churches, is quite a different 
question. Such procedure make a sort of society out of the elders of a 
local church, and for such there is no scriptural precedent or example.” 
(Gospel Advocate, May 14, 1931)

▪ Most churches of Christ of that day didn’t listen and opened the door for 
the abuse of eldership authority we see today!
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“No Pattern”:

Brethren Changed the Church’s Work

▪ Churches began to entertain their youth and members, using their classrooms “which were 
already there” for eating together, etc., which was warned against!

▪ B.C. Goodpasture (Gospel Advocate, May 20, 1948): “For the church to turn aside from its 
divine work to furnish amusement and recreation is to pervert its mission. It is to degrade its 
mission. Amusement and recreation should stem from the home rather than the church. The 
church, like Nehemiah, has a great work to do; and it should not come down on the plains of 
Ono to amuse and entertain. As the church turns its attention to amusement and recreation, 
it will be shorn of its power as Samson was when his hair was cut. Only as the church becomes 
worldly, as it pillows its head on the lap of Delilah, will it want to turn from its wonted course to 
relatively unimportant matters. Imagine Paul selecting and training a group of brethren to 
compete in the Isthmian games! Of his work at Corinth he said: ‘For I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified’ (1 Corinthians 2:2).”

▪ Despite the warnings, this departure led to churches designing their building with kitchens, 
fellowship halls, gymnasiums, and having all sorts of recreation and entertainment!
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The Interesting Thing

▪ Brethren and churches in the 40’s behind these changes claimed they were 
scriptural, and that the changes would go no further!

▪ Faithful brethren warned that supporting institutions, the sponsoring 
church, as well as changing the use of their buildings, would lead to 
instrumental music in worship, women preachers, church kitchens and 
fellowship halls, gymnasiums, and all kinds of church recreation and 
entertainment!

▪ At that time you could not tell the difference in a church that accepted these 
changes and one that didn’t, except by looking at a budget statement.

▪ Today, the differences are clearly seen in the fact that these churches have proved 
the predictions warned of by faithful brethren to be true!
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“Why I Left The Christian Church” by Floyd Decker
▪ Christian Church has women counselors, directors, 

and lecturers

▪ Christian Church has educational directors, 
associate ministers, and youth directors

▪ Christian church has missionary, benevolent, and 
educational organizations to do the work of the 
church

▪ Christian church celebrates days, such as Easter 
and Christmas

▪ Christian church fellowships various 
denominations, leaving the impression all are 
brethren

▪ Christian Church seeks to get crowds with youth 
meetings, campaigns for Christ, rallies, etc.

▪ Christian Church emphasizes society and the 
physical man by appealing to the carnal nature 
with church carnivals, bands, plays, choruses, 
dramatics, church kitchens, camps, and fellowship 
halls

▪ Christian Church elevates the preacher above other 
members with such titles as Pastor, Doctor

▪ Christian Church misuses the name “Christian,” 
which is a noun, by speaking of “Christian 
Churches,” “Christian Schools,” etc.

▪ Christian Church takes up collections at services 
other that Sunday, while also using suppers, 
property rentals, etc., to raise money

▪ Christian Church owns and operates publishing 
houses, radio stations, hospitals, and benevolent 
societies

▪ Christian Church owns, supports, and operates 
schools for secular education through theological 
schools

▪ Christian Church has a compromising spirit, will not 
defend its doctrine, and is a denomination

Our Present Situation

There are no small departures 

from Bible authority!


