


THE CONTEXT
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ENVY, CONITEMET, AND HATRED

- The Pharisees accuse Jesus' disciples of working
on the Sabbath - 12:1-8

UKked Tor Juaging By their iradinon = 12:7;

> Jesus fuels their contempt by saying He is God of the
Sabbath and knows the law — 12:8

» They were blinded to their contradictions — 12:9-12

» Rather than listening and learning, they sought 1o kil
Jesus — 12:13-14



MORE ENVY, CONTEMET, AND HATKED

-~ When forced to admit to Jesus' power over
demons, the Pharisees’ envy blinded them to it
meaning — 12:22-28

Theirenvy bro Ugnr scorn for the people’s belief that
Jesus could be the Messiah — 12:22-23

» They atfributed His power to Beelzebub, ruler of the
demons — 12:24

» Jesus exposed the foolishness of their accusatfion that
Satan was using Jesus o destroy his finest
achievement—enslaving souls — 12:25-30



THE ILLUSTRATION
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IHE =.(0|» 1T OF AN UNCLEEANISEIRI

~In response to their rejection, Jesus compares
these Jews to a man with an evil spirit — 12:43

» This spirit was cast oul by God's power, Just as
1ad done earlier — 12:22-23

—

» The spirit couldn't find a suitable abode
suitable heart for entering

» This means that possession was connected o the
individual’s heart...although their may have been
exceptions — Mk. 9:19-25



IHE =174 FOE ANCUNCLEAN SEIRIT

~ The spirit decides to return to the house/man it
vacated, finding it "empty, swept, and in order" -
12:44

» Demonic possession wWas not necessarily: over when the
evil spirit departed — Lk. 4:13

» To have one’s life emptied of sinful occupations is Nof
enough.

» Jesus was the answer to the Jew’s spirifual enslavemé

» Jesus knew that most would not accept him, refufning
to spiritual enslavement — Mt. 23:37-38; Acts 2:40



THE 51!\ OF AN UNCLEA!

~ The spirit decides to return to the house/man it
vacated, finding it “empty, swept, and in order” -
12:44

> L

~ What a sad state for God's &
> Tc people to be found!

enougn.

» Jesus was the answer to the Jew'’s spiritual enslave ,e

» Jesus knew that most would not accept him, refufning
to spiritual enslavement — Mt. 23:37-38; Acts 2:40







LESSON 1:
SELEISH AND SINEUL ATTITUIDES

~ If allowed to go unchallenged by the gospel, will
cause to spiritual blindness

~ The Pharisees’ envy blinded them to their sin and
e truth behind Jesus' miracles.

in in his heart, bitterness,
and

-

» We must heed God'’s warning — Heb. 3:12-14

» We must keep our hearts soft and receptive to
the gospel’'s teaching.



LESSON 2:
REJECTION OF iH

-~ Continued rejection of the gospel leaves @
void in one’s life that Satan will fill!

~ This was the Jew's problem, seeing they
afused to commit despite Christ's teaching
5:66

> STeC he

» All must assure their heart is always open to the
gospel and ready to obey!
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LESSON 3:
REFORMATION WITHOUT REGENERATI®N

~ Reformation without renewal of heart and life
leaves one vulnerable again to sin's
enslavement.

Despite God casting out the demon, the man was
not mofivated fo fill his life with righfeousness and fhe
good works of God, leaving him vulnerable!

» A Christian must be diligent to fill the void in thelir life
with good works — Eph. 2:8-10; Jas. 1:21-22



