
Isaiah 61:4

THE WORK OF THE BLESSED



RUINS REBUILT, RAISED UP, RESTORED

THE BACKDROP

• The backdrop is the coming destruction of 
Jerusalem and its temple. 

– Loss of Israel’s connection with God – Isa. 59:1-2

– Loss of identity – Gen. 22:15-18; Matt. 24:1-2ff.

– Loss of Israel’s life and hope – Deut. 8:18-20 

– Loss of Israel’s security – Jer. 7:3-4



RUINS REBUILT, RAISED UP, RESTORED

THE BACKDROP

• Those mended, freed, and righteous
(everything Israel was not) are empowered to 
rebuild, raise up, and restore – Isa. 61:4

– This theme of restoration and renewal is woven 
throughout Isaiah – Isa. 58:12; 49:8-9

– This work is ultimately fulfilled in Christ and the 
preaching of the gospel – 2 Cor. 6:1-2

– We are the ultimate recipients of the fulfillment of this 
prophecy!



WE ARE EMPOWERED TO REBUILD, 
RAISE UP, AND RESTORE

Isaiah 61:4



ISAIAH 61:4

“REBUILD THE RUINS”

• We rebuild the ruins caused by sin through 
reconnecting the world to God.

• The ruin of sin is real, resulting in death and 
wrath – Eph. 2:1-3

• WE have the gospel and a ministry of 
reconciliation – 2 Cor. 8:18-20; Rom. 5:9-11



ISAIAH 61:4

“REBUILD THE RUINS”

• We rebuild the ruins caused by sin through 
reconnecting the world to their identity.

• Our world has lost it core identity – Acts 17:26-
28

• WE have been empowered in Christ through the 
gospel to help sinners regain their identity – Jn. 
1:10-13; Rom. 8:14-17



ISAIAH 61:4

“RAISE UP THE FORMER DESOLATIONS”

• Sin leaves one with…

– Death and desolation – Rom. 6:23; Rev. 21:8

– Hopelessness – Eph. 2:12

• WE are empowered through the gospel to offer 
the world new life and hope!

– The gospel is life and immortality – 2 Tim. 1:8-10

– The gospel restores hope – Titus 3:4-7



ISAIAH 61:4

“REPAIR THE RUINED CITIES”

• Sin destroys the peace of mind that God wants 
for His people – 1 Tim. 6:9-10; Psa. 13:15

• WE through the gospel are empowered to offer 
the world lasting security.

– God’s faithful have always enjoyed His security – Psa. 
27:1; Isa. 40:28-31

– In Christ the lost and uncertain can find real and 
enduring security/peace – Phil. 4:6-7; Heb. 13:5-6


