
God’s Expectations for 
the Elect 

Part 3: Putting on Positive Virtues 



POSITIVE VIRTUES THAT 
PROMOTE PEACE AND UNITY 

Put On 



Put On: 

As the Elect of God 

 We are the “chosen” of God – 2 Thess. 2:13-
15; Rom. 6:17-18 

 We are holy and beloved of God! 

– We are a holy nation – 1 Pet. 2:9a 

– We are God’s beloved – Col. 1:13; Mt. 3:17 

– This necessitates a change in our life’s purpose – 1 
Pet. 2:9b 



Put On: 

Virtues of Christ 

 These compare to the “fruits of the Spirit” – Gal. 
5:22ff. 

 Tender mercies – deep, inward emotions, such 
as kindness, compassion, sympathy – Phil. 1:8 

 Kindness – moral goodness, sweetness of 
disposition, goodness that causes us to do right 
to others – Eph. 2:7 



Put On: 

Virtues of Christ 

 Humility – deep sense of one’s (moral) littleness, 
lowliness of mind 

– Seen in Peter – Lk. 5:8 

– Jesus humbled Himself – Phil. 2:5-8 

– Extremely important to unity 

 Meekness – gentleness, mildness, in N.T. power 
under control 

– Used of breaking horses. 

– Used of Christ – 2 Cor. 10:1 

– Accepts God’s dealing with us as good w/o complaining. 



Put On: 

Virtues of Christ 

 Longsuffering – to suffer long, patience, 
steadfastness, endurance, forbearance – Js. 
1:19 

 Bearing with one another – to make allowances 
for another in certain ways 

– Comes through awareness of our own shortcomings 

– More than just toleration or overlooking shortcomings 

– Involves lending support for those who need to 
change, while giving them room to grow 



Put On: 

Virtues of Christ 

 Forgiving one another  

– We cannot hold a grudge 

– Requires giving up all bitterness and resentment 

– Deal with complaints against another as God has 
done so for us in Christ – Mt. 6:14-15 

 Put on love  

– Supreme virtue holding together all the qualities 
mentioned, or because it brings perfect unity to us. 

– Can’t be God’s children without it – 1 Jn. 3:10 



A LIFE CONNECTED TO 
CHRIST 

Put On 



Ruling Your Heart: 

The Peace of Christ 

 This peace that is to rule comes through Christ – 
Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:14 

– Peace involves tranquility of heart 

– Rule means to umpire, decide, determine, control 

– Why? We are called to this “in one body.” 

 Be thankful: 

– Understanding the gift of peace should cause thanksgiving. 

– Thankfulness is needed to preserve these qualities 

– A heart thankful to God for this peace is not likely to 
neglect this gift in dealing with brethren. 



Dwelling in Your Heart: 

The Word of Christ 

 This word is that taught us by His apostles. 

– Dwelling means allowing it to completely control us 

– Richly means it affects all aspects of life 

 It is to be employed “in all wisdom” as we teach and 
admonish one another in song. 

 This is reciprocal, involving our worship.  

 Our song must be scriptural. 

 This must be done with grace, gratefulness, or 
thankfulness in our hearts to the Lord. 



Doing All Things: 

In The Name of Christ 

 This moves beyond the realm of our assemblies 
to worship to Christ’s affect on everyday life. 

– True sanctification affects all aspects of our lives. 

– The word we teach others must govern our every 
word and action. 

 All that we say or do is done with full recognition 
of who Christ is, what He has done, and His 
lordship over all – Phil. 2:9 

 This, too, must be done with thankfulness! 



Conclusion 

 God expects the elect to live up to the honor 
and glory bestowed upon us. 

 We have new clothes of righteousness to 
wear! 

 The qualities God desires to live and rule in our 
lives and our complete submission… 

– Produce a greater relationship with God 

– Produce greater relationships with brethren 

 Have you discarded the old and put on the 
new? 


